Air Rescue Association To Hold 28th Reunion And Symposium In Dayton

Event will honor Orville and Wilbur Wright and all Air Rescue men who have taken their “last flight” during rescue missions  - “That Others May Live!”

Members and guests of the Air Rescue Association will hold their national reunion and symposium in Dayton in conjunction with this year’s Centennial of Flight Celebration.  The event, centered at the Bob Hope Hotel and Conference Center, will take place 7 – 11 October 2003.  It will feature several guest speakers, tours of Dayton’s aviation trail, and flights in the Wright “B” Flyer.  The celebration will culminate with a banquet in the USAF Museum, a concert by the USAF Band of Flight, and a ceremony honoring a contemporary Air Rescue man with the Richard T. Kight Award.  The Association annually presents the Kight Award to an active duty airman who distinguishes himself through outstanding contributions to the Air Force rescue mission. 

Membership consists of aircrews, pararescuemen (PJs), and ground support personnel whose primary mission is to rescue downed aircrews and friendly forces from behind enemy lines.  They also provide life saving humanitarian rescue and evacuation for citizenry in peril from all nations.

Emergency Air Rescue had its beginnings and proved its value in World War II.  During the peacetime “cold war” years, the Air Rescue Service was formed and operated 44 rescue squadrons world-wide.  Air Rescue men subsequently demonstrated many daring feats of rescue and valor, both in peacetime and in war.  During the Korean Conflict, over 9,000 United Nations aircrew and other military personnel were returned to safety, 996 of them fighting men rescued from behind enemy lines.  During the Vietnam War, they again made numerous rescue saves under similar but more challenging conditions of enemy opposition, weather, and jungle terrain. Air Rescue call signs, “Crown,” “King,” “Dumbo,” “Pedro,” and “Jolly Green,” coming over the air waves, were welcome and encouraging sounds to those aircrews performing hazardous combat missions, and to those aircrew members downed behind enemy lines.

Although Air Rescue performed with great distinction in both Korea and Vietnam, winning more personnel medals and unit awards than any other Air Force unit in those theaters, all was not glory, as many of our men did not come home. Thus, the organization meets each year to honor all Air Rescue men who have taken their “last flight,” whether in peacetime or war.  We honor them for doing these things “That Others May Live.”

Colonel Dan Bigelow, USAF (Ret.), organizing chairman and host for the 2003 reunion and symposium, said, “More recently, the ‘Desert Wars’ in Afghanistan and Iraq have had their rescue heroes; the Air Staff at the Pentagon will pick one to receive the Kight Award within the next few weeks. We are eager to hear the recipient narrate his rescue mission at our awards banquet. Likewise, our members are extremely excited about coming to the Birthplace of Aviation and participating in the various aviation related activities.  We expect an attendance of over 400 members and guests.”  Membership is open to all who have served or been associated with Air Rescue.  Those wishing to attend the event can find information on the website at http://home.cfl.rr.com/airrescue. 

